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RAN DOYl THOUGHTS IN A BICENTENNIAL YEAR 

~1.ARCH 1, 19 7 6 ROBERT M. GALBRAITH 

This paper is not inten ded to b e n e ces
sarily historically accurate in all its detail 
or n e cessarily profound in it obs ervations . It 
doe sn't even pretend to teach a lesson or result 
in some startling conclusions relating to the 
causes of the Re volution and what h as occu rred 
since . 

It is inte resting to note , however, 
that John Adams a t t he a ge of eighty wrote that 
the causes of the Revolution were I' to be traced 
back for two hundred years and sought in t he 
history of the country from the first plantation 
in America." Cause s of the Revolution cannot be 
e xplained by such simp le phrases as "British 
tyranny," " Taxation v ithout representation," 
"The a gitation of demagogues " or even "The 
natural righ ts of man ." 

Therefore , t wo hundred years after 
the Re volution it is inte resting to reflect on 
what were the b asic cause s of the Re volu tion over 
the two h undred years John Adams referred to. 

Ever since t he Magna Carta was rested 
from King John by his Barons and, of course, at 
even e arlier time s t he English people had bee n 
in a series of strugg les, large and small, to 
establish their rights as free born men and the 
typical Eng lish Yeoman looked with contempt on 
the European peasant who was little better than 
a slave of his lord . An illustration is the use 
of Hessian troops in the Revolution. They were 
rented from t heir King as though the y were so many 
horses and were shipped off to fi ght in a fore ign 
war in which t hey c ould have very little interest 
as to the outcome. 

Therefore, many Americans of Briti s h 
descent wer e willing to fight e ven more fiercely 
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to preserve their liberties in their new homes 
than in their old. Almost without exception, 
prior to the Revolution there were bitter con
flicts Jetween the Colonial assemblies and the 
Colonial Governors and their councils, which 
sometimes lead to bloodshed. 

The question of taxation was , of course, 
important and as usual the biggest reasons for 
h igh tax es were the interminable wars in which 
the British were involved and the demand for 
goods at the lowest possible price. This demand 
"ltTaS thwarted by all sorts of cartels, combinations 
in restraint of shipping, which could lead to the 
ruin of Colonial commerce, especially the Sugar 
Act, if it were enforced . To aggrevate matters 
many valuable cargoes were lost to enemy action 
and ma ny a free man was impressed into the British 
Navy which experienced an insatiable need for men 
if Britain and the Empire were to continue to 
exist . 

To further a ggrevate the problems of 
the colonists they were forbidden to colonize 
thos e areas We st of the Alleghanies which was a 
clear violation of their original charters from 
the crown. 

The i mposition of custom duties, although 
not onerous in themselves, brought a swarm of 
customs officials to America who were regarded 
almos t as spies and whose very presence in the 
colonies was a constant source of a ggrevation to 
the colonists. In addition, of course, the so
called HBoston Massacre" created intense indigna
tion throughout the colonies . The expression of 
this indignation through the acts passed by the 
Colonial assemblies, the publication of various 
pamphlets and other forms of protest turned what
e ver feeling of conciliation toward the colonists, 
which were in e xistence in Britain up to that time , 
into a determination to deal firmly or e ven strin
gently with t h e Colonials . 

To accomplish this purpose the Townshend 
Acts 't'lere passed which laid considera.ble duties on 
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glas s, lead, painters colors, paper and tea im
ported into the colonies. These duties were in
tended to provide funds for the salaries of 
governors and judges, thus making them independent 
of the Colonial assemblies for their support. 
These were later repealed e x cept for the tax on 
tea. The East India Company h ad fallen on evil 
financial straights and since it had the monopoly 
of i mporting tea into the colonies the tax was 
r e tained partly to bail it out and partly to show 
the colonists who was boss. In some towns the 
captains of t he ships were p e rsuade d to leave 
without unload ing . In Boston, however, the 
customs officals would not permit this and the 
Boston Tea Party resulted . This couple d with 
the Boston Massacre attacks on the governor and 
the conduc t of his troops determined Parliament 
to take drastic action. General Gage was appointed 
Governor of Massachusetts and you know the rest. 

Now let u s look at t h e same scene t wo 
hundred year s later. There are many similarities 
to those which r e sulted in the American Revolution 
after t wo hundred years of Colonial rule . 

The t ax burden resulting f r om past and 
future wars is e normous. Students h ave been s hot 
on their own campuses in an ef f ort to keep the 
peace. The bureaucrats seem to become more numerous 
each day. The i ndividual's right to life, liberty 
and the pursuit of happine ss and h is e fforts to 
lift himself up by h is own boot-straps are frus
trated by regu lation s, law s uits, gove rnmental 
efforts to regulate the school systems from af a r 
and t h e uses to which one can put his property 
are more and more circumscrib e d . It is true that 
well meant legislation to prese rve privacy and 
equal rights has proliferated, but this is often 
frustrate d by con flicting d emands of government 
and bureaucra cy. For ins tance, an emp l oyer may 
not inquire as to the sex , a ge, p lace of nat ional 
origin, but in the same mail as these regulations 
he is d irec t e d to report how many white s and blacks 
he employs, t he age o f his e mployee , t he ir national 
origin, etc. Where one can find a device which 
can produce t his information without asking it is 
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a quest ion. If one reads H. E . W. regulations he is 
lead to the conclusion that the only native Amer ican 
is t h e red man : b ut, of course, eve ryone knows 
they carne from Asia and that civilizations of a 
h ighe r order existed on this continent long before 
the conquering red man did them in. Also it would 
appear that if some young lady named Sweeny marries 
someone named Gonzales by some miracle she is trans
lated into a minority ethnic group. Hm'lever, this 
imp ression may only be because my poor old e yes 
have trouble read ing the fine print and I only 
imag ine that this is what it says. 

Incidentally, we are to h ave only men 
and women or should I have said persons of the 
highest moral character in business and government 
which recent events have demonstrated is not nec
e ssar ily so, but on the other hand severe penalties 
lie in wait for one who is injudicious enough to 
inqu ire of the one seeking employment in pub lic 
or p rivate office if h e or she, e x cuse me, if the 
person has eve r been accused of anything implying 
anything other than the most puritanical conduct 
and in fact it is now even forbidden to inquire 
whether or not the pers on h as e ver been convicted 
of a f e lony. On t h e other hand, one is asked how 
many previous felons he or she (person? ) has or 
wou ld be willing to employ . However, I am sure 
that most , if not all, of the persons hearing or 
read ing this paper with t h e exception, of the writer 
a n d reader, experiences little, if any difficulty 
with these conundrums . Let it be said, that al
though it is perfectly p roper for dictatorship to 
flo urish and prosper in Europe and Africa, provided 
it is b lack, it is still cons ide red entirely un
acce ptable in the West, even in Portugal and 
Sp ain. Th e United States is still a republic, 
however, a l though somewhat dominated by Democratic 
and Populist sentiments at the moment and the 
country still marches on, when not subject to 
alcohol, marijuana or " speed ." 

As the title indicates, this paper i s 
one of random thoughts in a b icentennial year and 
we n ow Ir.ake a very radical departure from the 
past to random thoughts on the last twenty or 
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There is a time in every man's life when, 
if he is r e alistic, he looks back rather than for
ward to all that constitutes his,dreams an? ambi
tions. He is forced to s ay to h~mself, th~s I 
had hoped to do b ut d idn't, thi~ I co~ld have or 
s hould have done but didn't, thlS I mlght have 
to become but have n't. 

Most of t hose in the Literary Club c ircle 
have done more than they haven't. Some have ac
complished splendid things which will e ndure in 
architecture, the advancement of the physical a nd 
cultural arts and sciences, in the fiel d s of litera
ture, religion and l earning. Some through their 
leadership and magnetism have inspire d others. 
Some through t h e very nature of the man, his 
geneality, his love of people and his genuine 
goodness have made the world a better place for 
just t aving b een the re. Some have .. een, like 
the sparkle rs of our childhood , a brilliant emina
tion of sparkling light, which also quickly f ades, 
glows and goe s out, leaving the darkness more 
foreboding that it was before. 

We are but once upon this earth . Though 
we may leave s ome sma ll part of our qualities to 
our descendants, many of us discover until f a r 
too late that time and opportunity have passed 
us ~y a nd that never agai n will we have the oppor
tunlty to create t h at marvelous thing, perform 
some splendid act or e xtend that helpin g hand 
which might have had a p rofound effect if not . , 
on soclety as a whole, at least on those who 
should be nearest and dearest to us. Too, often 
alas ~e f a il to r e cognize what is truly importan~, 
both ln o ur p e rsonal and pub lic lives. We often 
se t high goals for others but neglect them in our 
own some times sel f ish lives. 

To me t h e events of the past twenty 
or thirty years confirm me in t hese perhaps somber 
thoughts. The decline in morality, the failure 
in home and institutional endeavors, t h e decline 
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in t h e qual i ty of e ducation and of intellectual 
t hough t and i n tegrity, all indicate t h at this is 
s o. The pat r iotism and the willingne ss for 
self- sacrifice, which e x isted prior to World War 
I, a re no longer with us. The desire for p e rsonal 
involveme nt is no longer the motivating factor 
i n our lives. 

We reach f o r a c heckbook and say l et 
cha r ity do i t. All t oo ofte n c harity does it, 
b u t no t fo r those p ure and imp ersonal motives 
whi c h motivated t h e Washingtons ', t he Franklins', 
t he Lees ' , t h e Morrises', and many others who 
he l ped found this country. We a r e now too moti
vat e d by t he de sire for gain or personal advan ce
ment. The law used to be a profe ssion. Now it 
is b e coming a business. I am persuade d t hat 
thi s is t rue in o the r profe ssions al s o, of which 
I am less qualifie d to spe ak. I know this is 
t rue in t he c hurche s, and chur ch judicat ure s 
i n which I was once deeply involved . 

In the world of sports and entertain
ment we seem to see not sportsmans hip and good 
writ i ng but s olely the desire t o g e t ahead . 
Fin a n cially, p e rha ps, this has become a nece ssity, 
b u t what are we d oing to our c h ild ren, to the 
unborn and to t h e f uture of socie ty? Do we 
r e al l y n e e d t wo c hickens in eve ry pot a nd t wo 
c ars in e very garage ? Isn't t here more r e al 
s at i sfaction in a job well done t h an in a sli c k 
sleasy mediocre cover-up? 

It is said that a great deal o f the Con
stitut i on of the United States and particularly 
the Bill o f Ri ghts was based on t h e confe ssions 
of f aith o f the Presbyterian and Congre gational 
chur che s. Whether this is so, I Jm ow not. But 
t ha t it wa s wi s e and good offe rs l ittle for de
bate . 

The Cons t itution has suffe r e d ma ny 
cha nge s both through a mendments and jud icia l inte r
~reta~ion~ b ut taking it in its original form 
ln WhlCh lt wa s adopte d it is a beacon in a world 
of darknes s , which alas f ewer and fewer a re willin g 
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to follow. Security is more valuable than liberty, 
conformity is more valuable than brilliance, ex
pedience is more important than integrity. 

Now indeed we can look hac k "on the good 
old days " not because t h ey ""ere more enj oyable, 
but for the values which they represent. It is 
late, but not too late to avoid not only the fi
nancial but spiritual bankruptcy toward which we 
are rapidly moving. 

Let us, therefore, in this Bicentennial 
Ye ar recall and be guided by the spirit expressed 
in the last stanza of our National Anthem: 

"Then conquer we must, when our cause 
it is just, 

and this be our motto, !t in God is 
our trust." 

And the star-spangled banner in triumph 
shall wave 

O ' er the l and of the free and the home 
of the brave." 


